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Noelene Goodwin’s Eulogy for Robert Mulavin  (Sister)

Firstly, I’d like to thank you all for being here to support us today. We are extremely grateful, and I know Robert would be quite overwhelmed.

I’d just like to say a few words about my dearly loved brother, quite a unique individual. You may have only learned from Luke’s words today, we were somewhat of an unusual family, with a seven year gap between myself and Robert and another seven to our younger brother, Stephen. Our poor Mother was forever ribbed “she had the seven year itch”. However, despite the age difference, we were extremely close all our lives, and as both brothers remained bachelors, they were always very much a part of John & my family, taking great interest in the lives of our children, Richard, Simone & Luke, joining all the special occasions and spoiling them enormously as Luke has described, and subsequently the same for our grandchildren Eliza & Noah.

Robert grew up in a happy, loving household, participating in all the usual schooling & sporting activities, as Luke has mentioned, but from the family perspective, we also enjoyed many great holidays, particularly to Queensland, and most weekends BBQ’s at home or trips to the beach with relatives and family friends. Just a very happy, idyllic childhood for us all. I’ll mention here that our Mum’s sister, Olive, our dear Auntie Ol, was also a great presence in Robert’s and all our lives, spoiling us on birthdays & Christmas and coming for the Sunday BBQ every week for decades.

Robert and Stephen shared a great brotherly relationship, but it was always tested when there was some home maintenance required. Stephen was the handyman of our family, and Robert, often required to be his not very adept assistant. Robert rarely moved quickly, so there was always a lot of yelling before the job was completed. Stephen eventually left the family nest of Fromer Street. Our Dad, Reg, died in 1989, but Robert continued to live with our Mum, Lorna until she passed in 2003, and was a kind, caring, dutiful son. Although I must add, she doted on his every need too, dutifully keeping his dinner in the oven warming drawer until he returned from work around midnight on a regular basis. I’m coming to that phase of Robert’s life!!

It was as Robert moved into his late teenage years and commenced his working life, some health issues arose, that would affect his life going forward. He was diagnosed with the eye condition, Keratoconus, which resulted in his requiring corneal grafts in each eye. In his first operation, the eye rejected the graft and had to be redone. After a period of time, his other eye graft was done, fortunately successfully. Following these operations, he couldn’t continue to play football, but fortunately remained involved with the Club as Secretary for a number of years, and I know, greatly enjoyed the camaraderie and friendships of those great years with the St Bede’s Old Collegians, attending many Reunions over the years, and was very honoured to be admitted to the Hall of Fame. Just yesterday, we received several messages from Old Boys , unable to attend today, with great memories of times shared.

Due to his eye condition, he didn’t obtain his Driver’s Licence and I always felt this hindered him socially, at that time during his twenties. He also battled his weight over many years, embarking on rigorous exercise programs like running from Bentleigh to Brighton Beach, swimming and then running back, or swimming many laps of the local 50 metre outdoor pool in winter. But his weight continued to fluctuate and had an effect on his overall health for most of his adult life.

Although glasses assisted, to achieve the best eyesight, Robert required specialised contact lenses, and these were the bane of Robert’s life. Experiencing great difficulty inserting them, and maintaining them time consuming. But also constantly loosing them, they would flip out easily, and I recall one occasion whilst alighting from a tram, one flipped out and sailed off with the tram, leaving Robert lamenting at the tram stop. This sort of occurrence happened frequently and became impossible as his illness progressed, leaving him with much reduced eyesight in his latter years.

However, amidst difficult times, Robert never lost his cheerful, easy going disposition.
He was kind thoughtful, extremely generous, and supported two students every year through The Smith Family, for many, many years.

As the years progressed, Robert’s working life became the dominant influence in his life. He had joined Timeline/ Roy Morgan Research by this stage. He fell into the habit of most days travelling to and from the City Office by taxi, perhaps not arriving till 11am but working till midnight, or 2am, almost on a daily basis. From reading the many messages from colleagues on his beautiful Retirement Card, thanking him for always cheerfully being there for them & solving their problem, I think Robert often commenced his own intended day’s work, when everyone else had gone home. He was also on hand for the UK Office, if they had a problem whilst conducting research interviewing in their local time. He told the story how Gary Morgan, when showing Overseas Visitors through the Office late one night with Robert still working, was heard to say, he’s available 24/7. I think his work colleagues here today will relate to that, and I sincerely thank you all for being here for Robert, he greatly treasured your friendship over many years. After moving to Parkdale to live in 2003, he had to revert to travelling by train, but his crazy hours continued. He just came home by train around 9pm and worked from home till 2am. But he was happy in his life and never complained.

Sadly all our lives were shattered in 2019, when Stephen died from a rare, aggressive cancer. His passing greatly affected Robert. He said to me at the time. “I always thought he’d be here to look after me.” I do believe the shock of losing Stephen accelerated Robert’s illness, and in 2020 he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease & likely a more progressive Parkinson’s syndrome. On reflection, we realised he had displayed many of the symptoms for quite some years prior. His symptoms increased quite quickly, being at the height of the Covid pandemic did not help investigation of the best possible treatment pathway. Even with nursing & domestic help at home, he was not coping and he eventually moved into Aged Care at Mercy Place Corben, Mentone in September 2021.

We will be eternally grateful to the wonderful carers, nurses, & support staff at Corben for their exceptional care, kindness and devotion to Robert’s every need. They are remarkable people, and we pray they have the strength to continue their greatly needed work. Robert was content & happy there, kept the carers amused with each working day he had planned. We can attest he was working up to his final hours, when he roused from a deep sleep to inform us he was finishing a Report.

It’s sad he missed by two weeks moving to the magnificent new Mercy Place Mentone Aged Care Home, but we take consolation in Our Dear Lord above deciding it was time for Robert to join him in his Heavenly Home and be at peace free from any further pain and suffering. We loved him dearly and he will be greatly missed. Rest peacefully my dear brother.



Luke Godwin’s Eulogy for  ROBERT IAN MULAVIN     (Nephew)
7th May 1951 – 2nd February 2025

Robert Ian Mulavin was born in Bethlehem Hospital, Caulfield on the 7th of May 1951. The second child to Reg and Lorna and a younger brother to Noelene. Seven years later in 1958, brother Stephen was born.  The family lived in Fromer Street, Moorabbin and were active members in the St Paul’s Bentleigh community.
Robert commenced Prep at St Paul’s Primary School, Bentleigh in 1956 and studied there until the completion of Grade 3 in 1959. Around this time, at the request of Reverend Father O’Sullivan, Robert’s father Reg was tasked with the duty of approaching the Bentleigh McKinnon Youth Centre to include a junior football section. In 1960, a new local football competition began, thus introducing Robert to a game that would bring him much joy in the years to come.
1960 also saw Robert change schools and commence Grade 4 at St Bede’s College, Mentone.  In his final school years, Robert studied subjects including Data Processing Equipment, Mathematics, American History, Chemistry and Economics, before finishing at the end of 1968. He received a glowing reference from his Principal Brother Aloysius.
Robert’s love of sport continued during his time at St. Bede’s. He was a member of the First Eleven cricket team as well as the First Eighteen football team during their Co-Premiership season in 1967.  He also Captained the school cricket team in the U/16 Federal District Cricket Association, which included a scintillating knock of 72 runs in a Grand Final versus Cheltenham.

Upon leaving school, in 1969 Robert completed a Course in Operating and Coding of Electronic Computers at the Caulfield Institute of Technology. In the same year, he was invited to play U/19s football with the Melbourne Football Club. A Round 17 clash against Richmond saw Robert kick 2 goals and later that year he was honoured with the prestigious award of Best Clubman.
Robert returned to play football with his beloved St Bede’s Old Collegians. Unfortunately, a medical condition affecting his eyesight meant he only managed to play 19 games over the 1972-73 seasons. 
However, it was off the field that Robert’s contribution to the Club would be most memorable and rewarding.
Robert was the Club Secretary for four seasons between 1974-1977 and also held the role as VAFA delegate. He was also team manager of the Seniors when they won their first VAFA Senior Premiership in 1977. From all reports, the celebrations at Beda Park went long into the night!  In 1979, Robert received yet another Best Clubman award.
Robert was inducted as a Life Member of the SBOC Football Club in 1992, and in 2007, at the 30 year Premiership re-union, he was inducted into the St Bede’s/Mentone Football Club Hall of Fame.  The Club describing Robert as “a true gentle giant and a delightful man”.  
Robert’s employment career commenced in January 1970 as a Computer Operator and Manager with Kinnaird Hill de Rohan and Young Pty Ltd which later became known as Kinhill.  Robert worked there until September 1979 before commencing a new role at Timeline Australia the following month.
Robert returned to study between 1990 and 1993, obtaining a Graduate Diploma in Digital Communications from Monash University.
During this period, his employer Timeline became a Division of the Roy Morgan Research Centre and it was with this Organisation that Robert would continue to work until his retirement in July 2020.
In September 2021, Robert entered permanent aged care at Mercy Place Corben in Mentone.
Reflecting on Robert’s life, it is clear to all those who knew him that he was kind-hearted, generous and loving.  And as much as he loved his family, he showed equal care towards his friends, work colleagues and even random strangers who somehow always drew his attention.
As children growing up, Richard, Simone and I would had to have been the luckiest, most spoilt kids in the neighbourhood. Our uncles Robert and Stephen showered us with not only immense love, but on many occasions, the largest Easter eggs one could possibly imagine and the most generous birthday and Christmas presents. A tradition they long continued with my own children Eliza and Noah.
Other standout memories include the countless times we all walked from Fromer Street down to Linton Street to watch our beloved Saints play footy. We would watch the game standing in the infamous “animal enclosure”. 
True to form, I think uncle Robert was the only person who didn’t have a bad word for the umpires as they left the field.  
Robert also had a great fondness for the Melbourne Cricket Club and last year received the honour of becoming a 50 Year Member. Be it the Boxing Day Test or AFL Grand Final, Robert enjoyed the occasions immensely. His highlight of the day would be ducking off to the Long Room to enjoy some of his favourite sandwiches and a cup of coffee.
We are all truly blessed to have had Robert in our lives. A generous and honourable man who always put others first and who will forever be remembered for his compassion and kindness.  Rest in Peace, Robert.
